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Reacting and Responding to the Attacks in Amman 
 
In addition to those who were directly involved, the November 9th bombings at several prominent Jordanian 
hotels had a tremendous impact on people across the world.  Most current and former Peace Corps Volunteers 
and Staff, as well as Friends of Jordan members, still maintain a connection to Jordan and we were relieved to 
learn that none of the 58 Peace Corps Volunteers was directly affected by the attacks.  Yet many of the local 
Jordanian Peace Corps staff had friends and relatives among the victims and we offer our condolences to them.  
In Jordan, many people have responded to the attacks by gathering to demonstrate unity in the face of those 
who seek chaos and division. The government has also tightened security throughout the country and 
expressed its fervent condemnation of such terrorism.  Jordan’s leaders have done an exceptional job of 
providing order and focus and even counseling at this difficult time. 
 
From far away, however, it is often difficult to know how to respond to something of this magnitude.  Many 
people were able to sign a book of condolences at the Jordanian Embassy in Washington DC.  Others follow 
the news and check-in with those who share their connection to Jordan.  And, although things may seem 
different now, we will maintain our support for and connection to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan while its 
people will do their best to continue living their lives. 
 
Allison Freedman, Newsletter Editor 

Program Coordinator's Corner: Launch of the Small 
Grants Program 
 
Exciting news to report:  Friends of Jordan officially launched the Small 
Grants Program in early October!  And we have already received our first 
two grant applications! 
 
A big thanks to everyone who has helped so far to put the small grants 
program together, especially those who have already donated their time to 
review applications.   And I would like to echo my request from the 
previous newsletter: If you want to become more involved, please consider 
reviewing grant applications. A review should take less than an hour and 
simply requires evaluating the proposal to see if it meets the standards that 
FOJ has established.  I will contact you each time to confirm your 
availability so there is also opportunity to ‘pass’ if we call at an 
inconvenient time.  And, we aim for 100% electronic operation to keep to a 
maximum 30-day-turnaround time from the (continued on page four ) 
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